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Observatorio de Contratación 
pública (www.obcp.es)

- Más de 140 colaboradores;
- 14.000 visitas mensuales (Oct.2013)
- 3 Anuarios OBCP 2010-11-12 / 100 art. opinión 

(semanal)
- 5 Seminarios de especialización (300 asistentes)
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El apoyo a la CPI desde el 
Obcp

El apoyo a la innovación a través de la contratación pública

!

What is Spanish Observatory of Public Procurement? 

 
The Spanish Observatory of Public Procurement (OBCP) was launched in 

October 2011 as a think tank for public procurement policies. Located at the 

School of Law of the University of Zaragoza, the Observatory has a network in 

which participate over 130 members from the Academia, contracting authorities 

and advisory committees of regional and state governments, all of them linked 

with the legal aspects of public procurement. The initiative is supported by the 

Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness (MINECO). Professor José 

María Gimeno Feliú is the main leader of the Observatory. 

 
More info about the Observatory:  

� http://www.obcp.es � http://ope.unizar.es/unizarEU2020/index.php/Public_Procurement (about 

the Academic Group that leads the Observatory) 

 
 
Boost Innovation through Public Procurement… 

 
The potential for increasing demand for innovative products or services through 

public procurement is huge. European public authorities spend almost or 16% 

of GDP (EUR 2000 billion), on goods and services yearly.  

 
End of 2011 the Commission adopted a proposal for modernising the public 

procurement directives. Research and innovation play a central role in the 

Europe 2020 strategy for a Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive growth. One of the 

objectives of the new legal framework on public procurement (whose approval 

is expected in early December 2013) is to allow procurers to make better use of 

public procurement in support of common societal goals such as the promotion 

of innovation. Public purchasers should be enabled to buy innovative products 

and services promoting future growth and improving efficiency and quality of 

public services. How is it made? 
  

� The new Directives include exemptions for R&D services which currently 

build the legal basis for pre-commercial procurement.  

� A new award procedure, innovation partnerships, will be available. It, 

allows contracting authorities to apply a negotiated procedure for the 

development and purchase of innovative supplies, services and works. 

This covers both the R&D phase and the purchase of any resultant 

innovation –addressing one of the limitations of PCP.  

� Due to its huge potential for innovation, the new Directives include 

provisions to make the access to public contracts more friendly for Small 

and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs). 

� Contracting authorities may take into account the innovative character of 

services and products as contract award criteria. 

� The new Directives facilitate cross-border joint procurement, which is an 

important instrument for innovative purchasing. 

 

!

Innovative Public Procurement in Horizon 2020. 

 
Horizon 2020 is the financial instrument implementing the Innovation Union, a 

Europe 2020 flagship initiative aimed at securing Europe's global 

competitiveness. Running from 2014 to 2020 with a budget of just over €70 

billion, the EU’s new programme for research and innovation is part of the drive 

to create new growth and jobs in Europe. 

 

 

 
Horizon 2020 makes a strong focus on creating business opportunities out of 

our response to the major concerns common to people in Europe and beyond, 

(i.e. ‘societal challenges’).!Funding will be focused on the following challenges:  

 
� Health, demographic change and wellbeing;  

� Food security, sustainable agriculture, marine and maritime research and 

the bio-economy;  � Secure, clean and efficient energy;  

� Smart, green and integrated transport;  

� Climate action, resource efficiency and raw materials;  

� Inclusive, innovative and secure societies. 

 
The «Innovation Union» Flagship of the Europe 2020 strategy called for the 

European Commission to provide guidance and set up a financial support 

mechanisms to help contracting authorities implement procurement of 

innovation. In November 2011, the publication of the EC Communication: 

«Horizon 2020 - The Framework Program for Research and Innovation (2014-

2020)» confirmed procurement of innovation, with both Pre-Commercial 

Procurement & Public Procurement of Innovation, as a new policy tool to 

support smart, sustainable and inclusive growth and to foster the business 

competitiveness in the European Union. 
 

 
 
 

In the Horizon 2020, pre-commercial procurement is 

officially introduced as a new funding instrument that can 

be used across all areas of research and innovation 

supported by the European Commission. 

Carácter instrumental de la 
contratación pública: al servicio 

de políticas públicas

� Acciones de formación
� Banco de cláusulas y asesoramiento a 

compradores locales (Red INNPULSO 
con MINECO)

� Consorcios PCP/PPI y redes (CSA) en 
H2020 (WaterPiPP, FP7)
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Water Public Innovative
Procurement Policies

(Water PiPP, CSA, 2014-2016)

El apoyo a la innovación a través de la contratación pública

Compradores

Empresas

Verifica innovación

Legal

Project 

Leader
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Consecuencias de una 
incorrecta aplicación de las 
normas sobre contratación 

pública 

Hay que devolver las 
ayudas recibidas: 

Francia 12.460.000 euros 
España 6.814.435 euros.

El apoyo a la innovación a través de la contratación pública
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La compra pública innovadora 
desde Aragón

El apoyo a la innovación a través de la contratación pública

Incluir proyectos de CPI en la Estrategia aragonesa de 
Investigación e Innovación para una especialización 
inteligente.

Proyectos CPI 2011-12

Innodemanda, UE. 

11 proy, 166,5 M€

Proyectos CPI 2013

13 proy, 100 M€
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La compra pública innovadora 
desde Aragón

- Fomentar la participación en consorcios para H2020 y 
Fondos territoriales: 

- Reactivar
- Alinear estrategias a nivel EU, Estatal 

(MINECO) y Autonómico
- Activación de un espacio para compra pública 

innovadora en perfil de contratante del Gobierno 
de Aragón.

- ¿Normativa aragonesa sobre compra pública 
innovadora?

El apoyo a la innovación a través de la contratación pública
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“La innovación es lo que 

distingue a un líder de 

un seguidor”

El apoyo a la innovación a través de la contratación pública

Innovar es arriesgar;
La innovación debe promoverse en el 

mercado;
La innovación resuelve necesidades, no 

problemas
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www.obcp.es

Miguel Ángel Bernal Blay
mabernal@unizar.es
www.unizar.es/mabernal

@miguelanbernal

José María Gimeno Feliú
gimenof@unizar.es
www.unizar.es/gimenof
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